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accept Asia's view that the greatest of Christian poems
was largely inspired by Muslim thought but no one can
deny the generic influence of Arab culture on the outlook
revealed in it. The Arab in his turn had incorporated in
his science and philosophy elements borrowed from ancient
India, and in course of time passed them on to Europe,
All these elements, though in new and strange combinations,
were brought back to India by Europe, Little wonder
then that under the impact of Western culture, revolutionary
changes began in the Indian scene till all the old landmarks
were swept away one by one.

The part played in this historical process by Christian
educationists and missionaries cannot be ignored. The
early missions contained men who dedicated themselves
to the task of converting the people to Christianity, But
more important than their religious influence was their
influence upon the social mind of the age. They were
the educators of youth. With the political and economic
background sketched above, their message of Western
culture revolutionised the mentality of those who came
into contact with them. Indiscriminate imitation and
adoption of Western habits led to excesses that were at
times foolish and still inevitable in the circumstances
of the times. Everything Indian was discarded and young
enthusiasts sought to suppress the whole of their racial
and cultural past.

The period of blind and indiscriminate imitation did
not continue long. Reaction was implicit in the human
situation itself, The triumphs of European civilisation at
first overwhelmed the Indian mind. As soon as the first
shock of surprise had worn off, old habits of mind reasserted
themselves. An old and proud civilisation like that of India
could not be swamped or obliterated so easily. Clashes
and conflicts between the different European nations helped
in destroying the illusion of European superiority. Besides,
closer acquaintance discovered many defects in European